
 

 

 

the 

Literacy News 
Grades K - 2 

What’s happening in the world of 

ELA? 
Common Literacy Terms 

Writing Process-  
Brainstorm, Pre-Write, Draft, Revise, Edit, Publish 

 

Reading- 
Decoding, Fluency, Intonation, Comprehension, Sequence of 

Events, Prediction, Inference, Author’s Purpose, Character 

Traits (internal/external) 
Fiction, Non Fiction 
 

Story Elements- 
   Character, Setting, Problem, Solution, Lesson/Moral 
 

COMMON 

 

CORE 

 

 Encourage 
facilitation 

of the 
learning 
process 

rather 

than the 

STANDARDS 
 

 Encourages 
literacy in all 
content areas 

 

W I N T E R  2 0 1 5  

Happy New 

Year! 

 Expect 

active 

participation 

of all 
students 

 

In Winter When It’s Zero 
 

In winter when it’s zero 
I zoom straight home 
     from play, 

But when the springtime 
     Sun is bright 

I zigzag 
      All 

The 
 Way! 
 

-Margaret and John 

Travers Moore 
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READING 

What goes on in your child’s reading class? 
Students are learning to: 

 Understand familiar concepts in stories and 

illustrations 

 Differentiate print from pictures 

 Sound out words  

 Locate both known words (sight/popcorn 

words) and new words 

 Remember and use language patterns studied 

(word families) 

 Relate the book to own experience(s) 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO READ TO YOUR 

CHILDREN EVERY NIGHT! 

When reading aloud to them, these are some 

things you may want to discuss: 

 Tell me about the story. What was 

it about? 

 What happened at the beginning, 

middle, end? 

 Who are the characters in the 

story? 

 Was there a problem the 

characters faced? 

 Was there a solution? Who helped 

solve the problem? 

 What was your favorite part? 

Why? 

 Can you find a part of the book 

that you didn’t understand? 

 Can you find a part of the book 

that made you feel something for 

the character? (happy, sad, angry, 

etc.) 
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Fabulous and Fun Read-Aloud  

Spoon  
By Amy Krouse Rosenthal  

Illustrated by Scott Magoon  

This sweet story, which begs to be read aloud, is about 

young Spoon and his position in the utensil family. Constantly 

comparing himself to others like Fork, Knife, and Chopsticks, 

Spoon thinks they are all way better than he is. But when he 

realizes he has talents that others wished they had, his 

self-esteem returns. A book for all ages, Spoon serves as a 

gentle reminder to celebrate what makes each of us special. 
 

Classic Read Aloud Stories 
Blueberries for Sal- McCloskey 

Curious George- Rey 
Frog and Toad Together- Lobel 
Harold and the Purple Crayon- Johnson 

Jolly Postman- Ahlberg 
Knuffle Bunny- Willems 

Make Way for Ducklings- McCloskey 
Officer Buckle and Gloria- Rathmann 

Owl Moon- Yolen 
Snowy Day- Keats 
Story about Ping- Flack 

Where the Wild Things Are- Sendak 
Winnie the Pooh- Milne 

Little Red Riding Hood- Hyman 
Lon Po Po- Young 

The Carrot Seed- Krauss 
A Tree is Nice- Udry 
Pancakes for Breakfast- DiPaola 

Goldilocks and the Three Bears- Brett 
Three Little Pigs- Marshall 

Three Billy Goats Gruff- Galdone 
 

 

Common Core Standards Websites 

 

www.corestandards.org 
 

www.corecommonstandards.com 

 
www.state.nj.us/education/ccss 

 

www.nj.gov/education/ccss 

http://www.corestandards.org/
http://www.corecommonstandards.com/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/ccss
http://www.nj.gov/education/ccss
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Ways to help at home: 

 Collect ideas for writing- Choose significant 
moments in your child’s life to talk about. 

 Start a personal journal where he/she may 
write about/illustrate favorite activities, time 
spent with friends/family, vacation stories, 
etc. 

 Share rich children’s literature with them- 
Notice how an author crafts a story. 

 Share and write focused stories with them, 
based upon family experiences, with detailed 
scenes, rather than summaries. Look at 
photographs to bring the memory to life, then 
talk about it and write about it. 

 Write about family experiences from a 
different family member’s point of view. 
(Perspective of a parent, grandparent, or 
sibling) 

 Help remember thoughts, actions, feelings, 
and dialogue from a shared family event to 
include in a story. 

 Please encourage your children to write 
every day!  

WRITING 

What goes on in your child’s writing 
class? 

 K-2 students are learning to 
write clear, concise, 
sequential, organized pieces 
focused on stories from their 
lives. 

 In class, students write on 
paper that is age-appropriate 
for them. 

 In K & 1, students begin to 
write by sketching out their 
story and labeling the pictures, 
then begin to form sentences.  

 Students are learning to apply 
not only beginning and ending 
sounds, but ‘middle’ sounds 
within words when writing. 

 Students are building a base of 
‘sight’ words to use.  
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Language:  
The language standards include the 

essential "rules" of standard 

written and spoken English, but 

they also look at language as a 

matter of craft and making choices. 

 

Speaking and listening:  
The speaking and listening 

standards require students to 

develop a range of broadly useful 

oral communication and 

interpersonal skills, not just skills 

needed for formal presentations. 

 

Key Features of the Common 

Core Standards for Literacy 

 

Reading:  
The reading standards place equal 

emphasis on the sophistication of 

what students read and the skill 

with which they read. 

 

Writing:  
The writing standards 

acknowledge the fact that while 

some writing skills (e.g., the ability 

to plan, revise, edit, and publish) 

apply to many types of writing, 

other skills relate to specific types 

of writing: arguments, 

informative/explanatory texts, and 

narratives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


